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-ward as possible i

INTRODUCTION

1. Prior to the Yth Division's arrival in Vietnan on 1 Pebruary 1967, it
bad been dosignated to operats wilh a% least one brigade in the Delta, The 2d
Brigado was designated to bacome a part of ths Hobile Riverine Force ard key
officers and IC's received spacial orienlation before leaving the United States,

2, Since arrival in Vietnan the 3d Brigode has opersted almost exclusively
in Iong An and Dinh Tuonz Provinces, both of winich are Delia areas in respect
to terrain. The. eatire division is scheduled to move to the Delta by the sumner
of 19@' -~ ”, . * \

3. The lst Brirade has operated almost exclusively in the jungle type ter-
rain. The lessons foca jungle operations have been and are being recorded by .
other divisions. Thurefore, I will focus this report on the Delta type operstions,
Since the division has had sozme jungle experience, I will also point out soza of
the difforences and siziiarities of operations in these two types of envirorzent,

I will load off with a discussion of the special problems in the Delta environ-
ﬂﬁnt. ~
I ,
L4 . . .
~ SPECIAL PROEIEMS IN DELTA ENVIRONMENT ' -
A. Phyaical Aspects of Terrain, .
1. Cperating Advantages ard Diead\;antages.
© a. The area 48 characterized by wide open ries saddies, mmerous
canals and tidal estuzries, mangrove and nipa pala thickets, and built-up areas

surrounded by hedges and fruit trees. (F1G. 1) The enexy can miss only in the
wooded areas around habitations or in tho nipa thickets. All the approaches to

-and from his positioas are exposed.  (FIG. 2)

“ be Once he is losated, friendly forces have a better chance to
isolate and annihilate him-than thay do in the jungle. On tha negative side, How-
ever, the enexy can see our forrations and hold his fire until friendly troops are
within a oo ceters. The initial coatact often resuits in nuserous casnalties.
The open paddies make LZ's plentiful; but crossing them to the tree lines presents
a real problem. During part of the year, the paddies are flooded with water, mike
ing progreas slow and difficult. (FIG. 3) - In the dry season the troops must move
through bare fields with no concealment. The solution to this is greater disper-
sion; the lead squad xmust be 4LCO - 500 meters in front of the min bedy and the
Jead fire teanm beyond trnat some 200 - 300 meters. Scouts should be a&s far for-

ce. Coatrol of friandly forces frem the air is easier. Suvvorting
fire of artillery, air, and gunships can bs controlled betier than in the jungle.
The use of s=oke and C5 have proven advantageous in closing with the enery and
foreing hinm out of his bunkers. Althouzh the initial cascalties in locating the
oy may sczetimes be high, our superior firopower and control of ths ajr gives

-
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‘us greater advantages over the enemy in the Delta than tﬁeae sama assets do in
.. the junzle. ( A » : ;

. , :
_ : d. Also on the necative side is the physical difficulty in traverainé
- %he nuddy, swampy terrain, (FIG. 4) The deep mud retards movement., Progress is
axtremsly fatiguing and dangerous due to the canals and estuaries that frecuently -
rise above a man's head. (FIG, 5) The tidal acticn may per=it an estuary to be
forded at low tide, tul & few hours later the depth ehan~ss ard tho swift curreme
gonerated by the normal current plus the tide may make it unfordable. Special
= trainirg for troops preparing to operate in inundated areas is resommerded in
water sarvival, szall boat operations, and field expedient methods of crossing
waterways. (FIG. 6)° “xtensive practical work is required to develop the neces=
sary sidlls. Unless men are adequately trained they expend time and energy fighte-.
ing their envirorment and have little laft to fight the enexy. Proper position-
ing of security elemenits prior to stream crossing must alsoc be stressted as tihis
\

affects the method of crossing. ) .
2. Effect of Operating Conditions on the Troops ' o \\

_ a8, Perhaps the most serious physical effect is the result of con-
stant irmmersion of the feot 4n water. (r16. 7) Finety-five percent of the troops
deployed in the Delta areas have dematophytosis of some degree in the fcet. The
primary effect was al first thougnht to be immerasion food, bui further analyszis
have shown that fungal infections are more prevalent and normally set in before
izmersion foot., The seriousness .is in direct proportien to the lengih of time
the feet are wet. It was further discovered that once & man has had sikdn problems
with his fest he is more susceptible to future recurrence and incapacitation in
shorter exposurs tine, ‘ '

- (1) It was found in the 9th Division that 48 hours in the field,
then 2 hours out for dryinz purposes was the best cycle. (FIG. 7a) Threes days
in and two out was tried bub was net as econcmical, Chart (INCL 1)shows the -

" percent of incapacitation that can be expecied per days of exposure; this chart is
based on statistics kept over several ronths. '

(2) The 1st Division in the Rung Sat Special Zone, the 25th
Division in long An, and the 199th Erigade in Gia Dinh have separately arrived
at the two days in, one day out formula.

(3) The Division Surgeon inspected the feet of 127 VC prison-
ers from the area. The examination revealed no evidence of skin/desease of the
fest or lower extremities. The question arose: Was the difference between the
fecet of the U.S. troops and the VO priscners due to %he inherent resistance on the
part of the Vielnamese or to the difference in ¢ictning? The answer came soon.
Doctors notad that when Hoi Chahs, serving as Xit Carsen scouts, wore U,5, uniforns
anrd boots, after two or three days exposure they began to bresk out with fungal

- lesion over thae feet and lower extremities, . .

-

R (4) An experimental paddy boot has been devised and is now

- undergoing field tests, (FIG 8) It has the same sols as the Jmzle boot, it
the upper is nylen mesh in lieu of canvas axd the léeather poriicns are reduvced,
It 48 believed that the greater air circglation will reduce the temperature of

2 . .
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the foot axd at the same time facilitate drying. They won't be as good in this

respect as Ho Chi Minh sandals, but they may extend our operating time in the
paddies. | (See INCL 2 for more detailed discussion.)

Vs Other physical and health problems were snticipated frou the
physical environment, and ths lack of sanitation in the heavily populated arecas
whers troops were inserteds However, such problecs have been minimal, There
has been eoa dvoentery, bul nod an widue amcunt. The alnost complete abiemce
of malaria azong the troops has been a surprise in view of the ewarms of cos-
quitoes. Thsre is semething mentally depressing about ldving 4in the hot, k=
muddy, and unclean envirorment, bub the physical effects of the terrain have
proved less debilitating than ex;;ected-cxnepi for the ﬁmgal inrectione reforr=
ed to above, . .

B. Basing Troops in the Delta.
1. Political Aspectse

2 .. \.
8. The Delta area is the most populous in Vietram., The IV Corps
area of the Delba, for examuple, accounts for more than one-third of the Scuth
Vietnamese po;;ulation- rakes up half of South Vietnam's population 4f Sairon ard
Cholon are excluded. ' These siatliaztics dc not include long An Province, also part
of the Delta, but outside the IV Corps tactical zone. Including it in this com-
parison would, of course, raise the percentage of population even higher.

be Political problems arise from the moment a decision ia made to

at&tion troops in a Delta province or districtt For example, the first require-

ment is for a place to biilet the trecops. Siace all available dry grourd is
alr occupied, scmebody will have to be displaced. Bven if it i3 decided to
create new dry g-ourd by pushing up peddy mud, such as at Tan Tru, or pwrring
sand out of a river into paddy land, such as &% Dong Tam, momaone has to ba
moved, Who? And to where? These questions pust be solved by the Province and
District officials, of course, but som9 group is going to be allenated to some
dogres. Even if attempts ara made ‘to give then better facilities, people dis—~
like being forced to move. )

le. likewise, friendly forces operating in an area cause destr'uct.{[on
of crops, dikes and often make the roads impassable to civilian vehicles. The!
farmers and villagers havs to be ccnvinced that the presence of friendly forces
providing security is worlh the 1ncowe’zience, arxl the dargersa, too, of having the
sdditional forces in the &rea. e / 5
I

d. Since CVN is strivingz to win the support of the people, the |
{ntroduction into a crowded environment of sdditional military forcas from another
nation i3 a mixed blessing from a political point ef view, The added aecurity
pust be worth the added burdens and the people must believe this,

2, Economic Aspects e ,

a. The Dslta is the econcmic plum of South Vietmam. The IV Corpé
portion-of the Delta alena oroduces adout 658 of the rice Marvested. Adding
Long An to this would raice the percentage considerably. ’

]
]
3. . . -
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) d. The dangers of inglatinpg local prices for goods and services by

. owr added drain on the sources, plus our ability to pay mors than the rormal Viet-
pamese, nust be foreseen. Advance planning and agreauent with the province,
district, ard villoge chiefs can resolve such problems as price control, water
supplies, laundry services, vehicle control, trash disposal, ard real estats pro-
curemant before tho introduction of trocpa,

co Attitude surveys of the people in long An and Ding Tuong Provire
ces tend to show Lhat the added security of the prescnte of U.S. troops enadbles
the farmers to till more land and to be more free of 70 tax collection; they _
benefit financially despite crop and lznd damape., Thoy are glad to have the U.S.
troops on hand. The villagers, on the other hard, see only the increase in -
prices resulting from owr presence and feel the U.S. presence attracts VC retal-
iation in the form of mortarinz and pround attacks, thereby endansering the
" villagers. They require more attention through mfomaticn programs, \\
d. OUpening of the roads and waterways, or course, helns the economy.
Running military ccnveys at night is one of the better waya ard has several bcne—
ficlal effects:

PRI

e

(1) They keep our heav'y trax‘fic of{ the roads in the dayti:ne,
allowing civilian traffic to flow moré fr..el.z. _

X (2) Thiy are visible evidence to the people that the nigtt does
: oot necessarily belong to the VC.

i (3) They inhibit or hinder the VC's freedem to mine or other—-
wise obstx-uct the road. ) ,

{(4) The deoree of risk involved has been surprisingly small,
For exaxple in December the Sth Infantry Divieion ran 149 night csnvoys ard had
only 5 incidents involving cnexy action. ) .

3. Social Aspectse.

; a. Tbere was considerable .concern on the part of many Vietnamesse

i and Americans that the presencs of U.S. troops would have an upsstiing effect

on tho social ecnilibrium in the Delta. The two culiures ara diiflerent. The
free ard easy ways of American3, particularly between the sexes, and our loud,
forward, and breezy manners are alien to the Vietnimese, The Vistnamese feared
thadr children would take on Amardcean manners rathay than followinz the old ones.
The rolationship between their women &and U,S. trocps was of particular concern.
These are all significant concerns when L:oops must live 8o close to the pecple
in tha crowded conditions of the Delta. N %

b. Our soluticn was an indoctrination program for our scldiers,
coupled with restricting visiis in the villages and towns to official business
ard cultural tours. The indoctrirnation is a never-ending task. The men were
- taught to respect religicus shrines, to shaw special respect for the old people,

’ and to avoid actions considered rude or uncouth by the Viethamess, such ag bothe
4dng in ths nude'without sereems. A concurrent informstion prograxm for the Viet-
namese, explaining why we were there and what, we conld be expected to do, was
also necessary. )

: h .
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draw retaliation by U.S. rcrues.

c. We are only partially successful in this.indoctrination task.
Attitude surveys reveal that school teachers see a difference in the manners of
the children after Azericains cocme to an arsa. We also get occasional corplaints

about soldiers te ~1ing or whistling at school girls. The most eommon cozplaint

4e about our vehicles and cur drivirg., We drive tco fast, push padestrisns eard
Lambrettas off the roade, and stop or park our vehicles on the rcad so thit other
people cannot pass,

d. There have been only & few instances of violating shrines and
gsurprisingly few incidents involving scldlers and Lhe Vietnamese women. There
is no question but that tne 9th Division policy of rmaking the villages off linits

\ has helped minizdze social problezs. By and large, our soldiers have conducted

themsulvea well .
8- Th/added gecurity from the presence of U.S. troopa Appeara
almost everywhera to have offset the undesirable effects on Vistnamese eccial

life- . a - A
C. Operations in Densely Populated Areas. ' ' \

1. Rules of Engagement. -

Y .
: a., The fact that alnoat every foot of high grourd 4n the Delta ia
occupied by people poses problems in control of supporting fires, Wwhen the erfe~
oy blends in with the penple, it 418 difficult to decide when and how to use our
Jirepower, Soze treas have a special set of Rules of Engagement such as in Long
An Province. Thess are arrived at in consultaticn between tha Provines Chief,
Province Senior Advisor, and the Senior Tactical Corwanders on the gronnd in con-
formity with t' directives passed down from HACV through chinnelsa., Tha Sth I1v-
ision Fleld S0P has been written to cover most Delta sitiitions, (Bee iiiCiL 3)

b, Interpreting the rules must be done by the ground cecmander,
usually the cozpany comrander. Por example, recorning by artillery fire is
usually denied in buili-up areas and can only be autnorized-at Provincs lavel.
Reconning by sozll arms fire i3 usualiy left to the discreticn of the ground com=
mander. But how to decide whether or not to take a chance of killing sc=s women
or children, who may or m2y not be VC dependents, in order to reduce the sniping

. on your own troops when you are receiving occasional rounds froam a group of

hooches?

¢. The people all have sirang bunkers in or near thelir houses,
whers they take cover whzn & VC — G¥N baitle bezins in thieir area. The exist-
ence of a bunkerwithout firing ports is universal. But how about those same
bunkers with firding ports? Does that mean 1t's a ¥C house? Normally such bunk-
ers are destroyed; this often means destroying t.‘he hovse, too.

.

d. Since the V{ foreibly take over houses of othervise friendly

" Vietnamese, the destruction of a house is a very sensitive preoosition. For

this resson the dastruction or burninz of houses is forbidden unless the VC are
actually in then firing frem them. In long An Province the VG have been known
to run from one house to enothar, firdng one or two shots rx-on each, hoping to
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mary of thex and the VC are mixed with them.

o. There are rany ramifications of the Rules of Engagemert. What ~—

1o0ks good on paper is somelimes hard to apply in the heat of battle. Cotnmande
ers must epend consiiorable tizs with their subordinaie leaders, discussing

:what to do under certain circuzstancss.  Then the rationale must be explained
. %o ths men., C(ne of the most trying times i3 Just aftler a unit has taken a nume

ber of casualiies, such as from & claymore fired froa or betwoen houssa, The

" 4notant reaction of the troops 12 %o burn the whols hamlet down. Once started,

this ia difficult to-stop. Even the term "Search and Dnstroz Misaion" 18 sone-
times used as the reas>n for burning & house, :

* 1

2. Inpomée }f Civie Action on Psychologliecal Warrare

A

'W Operations in the Delta invariably invelve habitaaiona ,\'rice
erops, vegetable gardens, fruit trees, with the atterdant ditches and dams to
control the water, as well as the people living on the land and in the hamlets.
Civie action and a careful ard repeated explanation to the people throush rsychow
logieal warfars techniques is 3 must. No special gimricks are needed,  It's
Juat that the need for these things is greater and o in turn are the resulis
when used pooyparly. ZIvery soldier, Just by his appearance and attitude &5 he
drives or walks through & village, takes part in this facel of the war, Every
pove we wake either adds to or delracts from winning the support of the people.
Qur civic action progrem is auite extensive, At INCL 4 43 a monthly eivic action
report, for the xwnth of January, to illustirate the massive effort involved,

© be PBy Lthe same token, cormanders fust be well indoctrinated on the
anends to be made »~ -7 ~iviliane are killed, injured, or have their property
damaged as a4 resuld of operations. The procedures for making s.latium payments,
dnstrocting the people how Lo subwdt claims for damaged property, the need for
perz-n2l visits to show concern — all these have doubls importance in tho Delta
whore winning the support of the people is so important - because there are ao

.

I
AX&L’ISIS 07 9TH DIVISION OPERATIONS IN THE DELTA

The remainder of ry report will deseribe the types of operations which
the 9th Infantry Division has conducted in the Dalta environment. This analysis
will attempt to show how scme of the special problezs outlined Section I
above ware resolved. The znalysis will atiempt to provide an insight into the
onmll value of ths presence of U.S, Forces in the Delta region.

A, Tha 92h Division rmission 1s considered tnm be three-fold. Pirst, we -
conduct strike operetions azainst enemy concentrations, especially Main Tcrce
units, their bases, amxi thelr 1L0C's. Secondly, ws corduct consolidation orera-
tions in areas of high priority for pacification. In the censolidation opere-
tions, we eprecad our units thmuzhout a given area to provide ‘sccurity to covern=
mental activities ard the pocpla as a whole., Our third mission is to provida
support to ALTY military units and Rezlonal Forecsz/Pooular Porces with tra cbe
Jective of improving the effeciiveness of the Vietramese military forces. Thia
nizaion is accczplished concurrently with both atrike and oonaoudauon cpeTa-

. uons.

o
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B, Strike Operations,

. Since thls report deals primarily with our experience in the Delta, I will
devote this section to the strike operations of the 9th Division Mobile Riverine
Forco. - ; .
l. On1l July 1967 the 2d Brigade of the 9th Division became the Army 2om-
.ponent of the Vobile Riverine Force. The Xav; coaponent 1s Navy Task Force 117,
Theso two elements have operated in "close coo~dination and cooperation.” Harzony
prevails as neither element controls, and no joint headquarters has been superim-
posed. They have functioned well together because they wanted to.

42. Two battalions of the 2d Brizade, the brigade headq-uarters and
oupporting Amy elenents are quartered afloat with the Mobile Riverine Force.
The sleepins q..artcra of thaese Army elemants are on two AP8's (FIG. 9) (barracks

. ships = convertet IIT) and cne APL (ron-propelled barracks barge). These skirs

are part of the Nivy Modblle Riverine Base. -The tactical 1lift for the 2d Ericade
is provided by two River Assault Squadrons. These squadrons are equipped with
Armored Troop Carriers (ATC) (FIG. 10 & 10a) Cozmand ard Control Boats (CC3),

~ and fire support ships called "r’onitors, (FIG. 11) after the U.S. Civil War

boats. .

.
"

3. The MRF operates far ard wide throughott the 'Delta aiom_-: the net-

-work of rivers. It is relatively independent of any land base in the Delta ard
is re-supplied primarily via a waler line of corvrunication from Vimg Tau,

. he In ita ralat.ively short existence, the MFR has operated overa
brood spread of this part of Vietnam. It has ronducted operations as far norih
88 Bicn Koz and as for east as Phuoe Thuy Province. It ilso his cperated fre-

"quently in Iong An Province. Other areas of operations have been the Rung Sat

Special Zene, Go Cong, Dinh Tuong, Kien Phong, Kien Hoa and Vinh lonz Provinces.,
Today. it concentrates on Dinh Tuong Province with frequent forays into Kien Hoa. .
S. Since the present Arzy coxmponent of the MRF consists of only two
battalions afloat, it has been fourd expedient to place other battalions urder
operational control of the zd Brigads during coabat missions. Additional forces
of scme type are necessary for blocking purposes to take full advantage of the

. MRF's striking power., It also haa teamed with other.brigades of the division,

and with ARVE wnits. In recent months it has enjoyed a mutually bencficial
association with the Vietnamese Marine Corps, oze battalion of which has operated |
in close cooperation with the XRF on eight operations :Lz} two months,

6. The MRP has penetrated into areas that have long been VC strong-
holds, or, at best, aneny cortrolled or contested areas, We have carriod the
war to the enexy in the Delta arnd forced him to fizht at a time and place of our
choosing. 7The raissive firdpower in the way of artillery.ard air that U.3. :
troops emplay i a nev experiencs for the VC. Tha fact that we can isolate him
mkas our firepower mors cffective., This aggressive action on our part has
disrupted nmerous VO main srd local force vnits, saverely impaired their com~
bat effectiveness, denied them access to food and other essential supplies, and
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| ﬁmm has forced thea further away rrom the more productive areas of the

Delta and away from the populace thay tad planned to intimidate. Major ene=y
losaes were inflicted on the eaexy in areas forzerly inaccessible to friendly ~
‘m‘ﬂ. .

7. ™azining the MRF and its strike operations in light of the special

problens facing U.S. Forces in the Delta, we find a different situatinn in the
strike forces from that described in the next section on consolidation opera-
tions. First, the MAF makes less impact upon the Vielnamess soeial structure,
for it does not caxmp with the VIG‘L!’.&‘: ese in their villages. It lives aboard
Favy ships and moves throughout the provinces (principally Dinh Tuong and Kien
Hoa in recent months).. The MRF is not in competition with the civilians for
the linmited dry land available. The mobile floating base resoves the require-
nent for dry. land bases. .The MRF has little inflaticrary influence upon the
local economy in the Delta, since its troops are isolated from the civilian
population and supplied frem Vung Tau. , \

8. ILiving conditions of the t.roops' are excellent aboard the barracks.
ships. The major fool problems incurred in Delta terrain have been discussed

previously. . .

9. Being supported by a wzter mc, the MRF crestes litile impact upon
the meager road network in the Delta. . I{ contribules materially to opening
the canals and waterways to commercial traffic. On the other hand, this depen~-
dence on water LOC reduces the need for land 10C's. The ground hightways are
not upgraded as a direct result of the MRF strike operations. However, MRP
strike operations have pushed the ¥ain Force VC elements west and north in Dinh
h:ong Province, thus erlmancing ARVN and RF/PP capabili’y to secure Route 4.

v

f‘

e

10. The resultu of the MRF's successes have not been, anrd will not be,

. - fully eapitalized upon, however, until the Vietramese military and govern=
mental orpanizations are ready to step into the areas from which the Hain Force

units have been driven or dispersed. The 9th Division has made a strategic study

which provides the basis of an overall plan Lo Secure the contested areas of the

Delta. Such a plan needs to be develo;:e.i and agreed on &t the HACV level,

c. COnsolidation Operations. o

The 9th Division'a largest- ‘consolidation operation has been Cperation
Enterprise, conducted by the 3d Brigade in long An Province since April 1967,
A 183t of essential factors inherent in this type of operatio‘x is attached at
INCL 5, .

1, "hen the 34 Brigz ada first entered Long An, post of the province
was dominated by the Viet Cong. Each of the brigade'’s three battalions was
placed in a separate district. Its mission was to cpsrate over every foot of
that district, becoming thoroughly familiar with the terrain, the enemy, and
the friendly Vietneomese. The battalion targeted on the enexy units. The mis-

sion was to destroy them and their bases and cud off their 10C's, Tha unltimate

objective was to reduce the eneny threat to units of platcon size or less,
forces which the Vieinamese military could thea be expected to centain, therebty
freeing the U.S. tattalions to move on to other areas, Operations included
search sxxl destrey, sweeps, ecgle flights, cordon and searches, water and land

. e e e e e e e ikt TR T - -
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. {\9 checkpoints, rosd runners, ard many ambushes particularly at night.
1

2. Concurrent with military operations was the mission to upgrade
 the capabilities of tha ARVN and RF/PP units to the point where tley coulid be
. expected to take over completeiy the security mission in the district, Tlis
. ] nission contained many parts, to be discussed in the following section, Mcst
- *  4mportant, however, were ths combined operations, cozprising over 30Z of all
! oparations.

—~ &, This was a two-way sireet: We learn from them and they
\_ learn frém ue. The Vietnamese know the VC better—where they are apt to be,
TTand where the bases and 10C's are. From us they, in turn, learned to izprove
thair use of firepower, particularly artillery, and of airmobilo assets. They
grew rare confident and in many instances seemed to find that they underestinate
their adilities. e K \

. b, In-‘preparing my coxmanders for this portion of tthe oission I
attempted to inculcate in them the following attitudes and assx...pt.ions (bascd on
By experience under LG Fred Weyand in the U.S. 25th Divisicn):

(1). The Vietrnamese are as courageous as anyone else, given
Lhe same odds for success op survival,

(2). Their leadership is adequate except where proven other—
wise on an individual basis.

(3). 1If they are expected to fight as well as U.S. unita, they
should be svpported as well as U.S. units.

(4). They possess invaluable know-how concerning the enexy
and the environment. They necd moral support as well as physical support.

(5). They must be treated as emuals ard at times with the
deference due any zan who is at the mercy of circurstances beyona his control.

(6). The objestives assigned Vietnamese units must be com-
mpensurate with the unit's actual capabilities.

(7). Example is the best teacher.
(8). Patience is required. 7

c. Wo fourd that the smaller the units paired off, the more success-
ful the operation: i.e. A U.S. sgumad with an.ARVAN squad made a bztter tecm thar
a U.S. battalion ard an ARVN btattalion. In these operations the ARV performed
better than when alcna and our people did also; each was on hiz metile to show
what he could do. Of course, combined operations al all levels were recuired
both to teach leadership at each level and to handle the enesy threat.

3. The th.rd aspect of consolidation operations was winning the sup—
port of the people. This waa important rot only frea & long rarze viewpoint of -
~ gaining the people's support for the GVN, but also from a short range v'iaw of
getting information of military valus from the people. 3 .

9
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3 ) a. Tha nost izportent mechanism for this was tha Area Coordimation
4 Cantor (ACC). The ACC, of course, provides 3 means for coordinatingz the overe
*  all tactical effort as well as the effort to win the support of the peopls.
- : (See INCL 6 for de:aus.) Qur civic action and paychological warfare prograzs
2 also were coordinated through the ACC's, Hers many of the problems referred to
i 4n Section I of this report were discussed and solutions worked out.

.
e -

b. Gatting agrecwent to establish an ACC ard then to odtain
regular attendance waa not easy. It required patience, persuasiveness, and a
desonstration by the commander concerned that hs would put up resources and ccu~
. duct operationa as per agreements reached in the ACC meetings. The commander
personally had to attend tho meetings or else the district chief would not show
up next time. If the chiefs were nol present, the meetings accomplished 1ittle,
Begular meetings with the ixplied guarantes that the chief would be there were
.iasentd.al to a viable ACC. ; \

PR )

- —— 0 oy - W

-

: ) €. When the District Operations and Intaslligence Control Center

‘ (DOICC) concept was instigated by CCRLS 4n the fall of 1967, thers appeared to
bo a danger of overlap with the ACC's and competition for resources. The saze
people from the District Staff, both Vietnamese and U.S., Were involved in both
organizations. Through Jdiscussion with ¥r. John Vann, Deputy for COXDS IIFFYV,
wo decided to weld the two organizajions together. In practice, the DIOCC h.as
become the Operations and Intelligences center portion of the ACC in those dis-
tricts where both exist. This celationship has never been formalized, princip~
ally, I believe, because the CORDS people at MACY lovel have refused to recegnize
the ACC as a practical working vehicle. At the working level there are few if
any proble=ms, . , : '

L. There are, of course, many other facets of ccnsoiidation operalions,
The points above might not be revealed in normal afler-action reports. It shouid
be ro-cuphasized that until Vietnamess military and govermmental authorities zre
prepared to step in and take over once security is attsined, U.S. units camnot
be released. If U.S. units are withdrawn before ARVN and GVN political officals
are ready to take over the eecurity, the- situation will quickly revert to near
previous levels, :

D. Improvement of Vielpamese Military Forces, ,

1, General. Of all the Division misaions, I consider this to be tha
most important. OCur contribution in this area may well be the most lasting of -
all the things we do., And if we are not successful in developing the ARVN and
RF/PF proficiency wherein they can provide the required secur{ty, all else we
do will be lost should the U.S. forces be withdrawn. Ve have a nizber of prog-
rams which contribule to this mission. I have slready discussed cur exphaeis
on combined operations. Clher programs are ARVN Rattalion Refreshsr Training.
Regional Forces/Fopular Ferces (RF/PP) Ungrading, Mobile Advizorv Teams (HATS),
logistics and Adzinistration Advisory Teans (TAA"S) Conbined Reconnaissance
and Intelligencs Platoons (CRIP) and Izprove:eat Action Teams (D&'PAC"‘). A deos-
eription of each is inclosed at INCL 7. :

R

2, ARV Battalion Refresher Training.

'd
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a. Two approaches wero tried. One was the sistar battalion svstem
where a U.S. and an ARVN batfalion trained together. They usually broke dovm
into sister ccmpanies. Cince there are a number of ways the ARVN can help us
improve, it was felt thcre would be mutual benefit. It soon became evident that
the quality of traininz varied widely deperding on the commanders, but tha lack
of sufficient interpreters was the crowning blow. There simply weren't enouch
to make this systen practical, This methid was dropped and a coxzmitiee system
was adopted. A training team at brizzds level was organized to train each
ARVN btattalion. This worked much better ard required less overall effort, al-
though the need for interpreters was always acute, :

b. Every opportunity was taken to let the ARVN officers and NCO's
do the instructing., For example, the U.S. instructors would deliver a short
lecture and demoustrate something such as a compass course or night firing, and

‘then the ARVN officere and MNCO's would take—over the practical work. All range

firdng was controlled by the ARWN. Th2 eritiques were conducted by ARTY com-
pany and battalion commanders nth occasional ccrment by tho U.a. inatructors.

¢. A three day Conclnd.n;' Bvaluation Exercise (CTZ) was conducted

-

- by the next higher ARVN headguarters csgsisted by its U.S. advisors at the erd of

the training poried. Rcal ope:-aticm were conducted, scme resulting in VC
kKilled and POY's taptured. Oaly "Cimbal ready” or "Not combat ready® ratings
were given; the critiques by the ARVl testing teams were almost always oubstand-—

ing.
d. The advent of tha dry season ca:npaigw such as Santa Pe and the

VC Tet offensive have caused delays in the completion of this program. The

enthusizsn and avid interest expressed by the ARV soldiers never failed to Jo-
press our men. X am sure that they, at least, luok forvard to resumptica of

training.

e. The arcor, artillery, =and en?ineer programs were goin» aven
bétter than the infantry training. The ARVN seemed particularly eageir ard adept
at picking up technical subjects, ° : :

'.3. Reglonal Forces/Popular Forces (RF/PF). Upgrading.

a. The first step in this line was taken in late May 1967 ¥hen
each brizade of the Division was charged with surveying the RF/FF outposis in
its Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI). The surveys required continwal rafine-
ment” to reach a meeling of the minds between tha Provinge and District Chiefs,
their advisors, and cur people as to what should ba done to improve which
outposts, in what priorily, and by whoa. BEventuilly dossiers of each outpost

‘Wwere made up to include pihctegm shs and sketches of Dbefore end afier. The

Division supplied some material in the way of sindbazs, timbers, and bvarbed wirs
to "prime the puzmp” until the Vielnamese supply system could bs made to function.

b. Numerous improvementsa were made in the coordiration of artillery
support and reaction plans. The very fazt that the U.S. units expressed a desire
to help improve thair positions amd to react in case of attack did mch for the
mmlo of the RF/‘P?. , . o A




. ¢. This program was expanded %0 include MATS, IMPACT, and LAATS,
. each of which will be discussed in subsequent paragraphs.
' " &. Mobille Advisory Teams {(MATS).

8. The MATS program has been enthusiastieally received by both
_ the Vietnamese and U.S. The U.S. members of these teams were all volunteers
s o . ead 8 large percentage of them have extended to continue this work. ‘l'hey derive
{ + a real sense of satisfaction frcm the results obtained, ‘

. S . bd. The teams are placed under the Operational control of the U.S. ;
- Province advisor. A great variation exists between the guidance provided by kS
C ‘ these advisors. Some standardization in the way of goals and objectives should
t be established. More important, U.S. and Vietnamese goals for a particular 2.
R B,F/PF post must be agreed upon or else the MATS is at a great.disadvantage.

¢, These teams are headed by young lieutenants so the} cannot be
expected tocarry out effectively all the facets of their mission without proper
guidance. The parent unit is responsible for the logistical suppori of the
team but operational guidance should coze from the Province Advisor,

’ /‘. N . C -
v 5. Improvement Action Teaxs (nmcrs). _ - .

2. The DMPACT teams serve as roving MATS. These teams do not
sperd much time at any one outpost but provide a constant follow-up on the up-
grading surveys (referred to in paragraph 3 above.) They are the means by which
the U.S. brigade commander keeps track of progress in upgrading RF/PP in his
area so that he can apply his resources to best advantage., IMPACTs work in
cloge coordination with the District Chiefs and their advisors althovgh they
remain under control of the U.S. brigade commanders.

. b. IMPACTs spur the RF/PF to get on with the job, and provide
A relief when the lack of one item, for cxample cement, prevents further progress
i ‘on upgrading. These teams serve a very useful pu.rpose and are in reality am
augmentation of the MACV advisory effort.. : .

Ch e e et e

6. logistics Administration Advisory Teams {1AATS).

Attempts to obtain barries and construction materials through RF/PF
charmels met with lititle success and the aforementioned “puxp priming® »id fair
to become the sole source of supply. LAAT teams were fomed ard put under the
cperational control of the Province Senior Advisor to assist 1n getiing the
. RF/P? supply system functioning. They have only been deployed”in the past month
1 80 the resulis of their efforts haven‘t been noticed yet.

7. Cc:mbined ‘Reconnaissance ard Intelligence Platoon (CRIP).

: 8. The CRIPs provide a ready reaction force for the District Chief
to call upon in eploiting intelligence obtained by the DOICC. They were desiga-
. od to target on the VC infrastructure. Since infrastructure targets are not
. - plentiful, the platoons are used for recornaissance, for checidng out agent
) . roports, for ambushes, and even for reinforeing RT/F? outposts when intsllizence
* dndieates a particular pest zay de attacked, They conztitule a rathsr elite -
ullitary force immediately responsive to the District Chief.

-
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b, The results obtained in terms of body count and weapons cap~
tured compared With friendly effort expended and friendly casualties have been
\7 impressive. As better dossiers on infrsstructure are developed, it is hoped
.that these CRIPs will bs more successful ia their prinary missions,

¢, The CRIPs are arother example of the mztua.l benefit of combin-
{rg U.8. snd ARVN military a% a low level. Each develops a respsct for the
T ether' esch attoxpts to look goed 4n trort of the othar; the result is a fine
- and rutual ademdrstion,

r
.

. - usd C 1
.l‘ : . sc { : \\ . ° .0

Although the preceding discussion 13 not intendsd to be a complete study
cf problems inherent in inserting US troops into Delta oparations , there are
cart&in conclusions that can be drawn, . \

-  First, there certainly are unique problezs involved in US troops being
hasad in and operating in the Delta, The problexs derive principally from
" the terrain and the dense population., Theras are political, econouie and
social problems, in addition to those xdlit ary ones resulting fram restrice
tions imposed to protect the people. Many of the restrictions are sslf-
imposed but nevertheless they inhibit full use of our military powar. Almsst
all the proble=s can be mitigated to some degree as long as one recognizes
them and te&éa the proper precaut iona. ‘

'\

\

Socondly, strike operations can pay off in ¥C killad and VC units di'-
persed evan belter in tha Celta than in Jungle terrain., If rounted frem a
mobile riverine econfisuration the problems inherent in basing troops in tie
Delta are fewer than from lend bases. dJungle trcined troops do need special
indoctrinstion and training, however, before beginning oparations 1n the
Delta,

. .

'l'hirdly, consolidation operations are also possible although they pro-
- sent more difficulties bacause the troops must live in the area for an ex-
- ~ tendad poriod of tirme, The problems referred above become resl ones, There
ara tried and tested rmochanisms by which to tackle these difficulties, such
a3 the Area Coordination Centers and the use of civic action and paycholog-
fcal operztions, Wnether this type of consolidation or pacification opera-
tion can better be done by Vietnamese Army forces is,m moot question, '

And fourthly, thera are a nunber of things which the resources,.and
power of a US infantry division can do to improve the capabilities of the
Vietnamese military forces = ARVN and R7/PP,' These benefits are not pocul-
{ar to ths Dalta envirerment, bubt thay are not now in existcnes there he~
causo tho US praesencs is enly a token ons at this time., The HACV advisors
system doos not currenyly have tha rescurces in either personnel or materw
131 to provida the ez=a derree of assistance, The main point 1s, hewaover,
that a.US divioicn can 20 thsse thinge in additica to its rors normal nis-
gelon of gearching out and killing VO, 7The spark and encouragsment given
the Vietnamase military forces by the presence of a US unit {s re:aarkahle;
this alone might jJustiify the presence of .a US division-in the area,

13
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SUBJCYs Tae Impact of Skin Diseasen on mntary Opexations in the Delta

Baglon 3V
T0: Cozmmanding General o _ |
% Infantry Division ‘
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‘Yhe § gt Division arrived in-country ‘in December 1966 with the final
unis axn_ving by the end of January. Upon arrival of the last brigade,

-~ duployment was made into the Rung Sat Zone. The purpose of the exercise
was to sea:ch for YC units in the area, and-also to gsin experience in
itivezine iype operations. ARYN troop carxiers were used during thig per-
iod, penling errivial of the USN bosts. ! , -

Expexience in this area was during the %time frame of February through
May 1007. uring this time, two battalions of the 24 brigade ojerated in
this area, which is an inundated area. At all times the trosys were sub=-
Ject to inmersion ol at ieact their feet in water, at times they were in—
wvater above tiielr waist durang nigh tice. Geeasionally. some oien were atble
0 dry ut for a fewv hours when sleecing tied in a izree or on theu air
matiresses.

During this time, deplcyment was varied betwevn two tc four days. Ex-
perierce showed that when zruops were left in continuous water more than
46 hours there was approximately 77 morbidity. ~ That is, the feet becaze
red; slightly swolien and tender, and tnere did not aipear to Le any lesions
on the feet of troovs derloyed in the Rung Sat area until May 1567, vhen
the temperature and humidity in the area had *xsen.

Daring this time, from March until mid May, experimentation wasg cat=-
ried out vith a silicons preparation in a ¢-eanm tornm uﬁch kad been dev-
celope. . pretect the feet agminst immersion feote 1he c:eam was not at
ail vell sccepted vy the troops deployed tecause 1t w.. Tessy, fouled up
theix sivckings, could not be washed out, and requized ajplication at least
evezy 12 houzs. _ . : oot

Ccmparisons done between those using and ihose not using the cresm
tevesled no siguificant diflerence. Skin leagions appeared in May in the
troops of the 2d brigude deployed in the Rung Sat Zone. ‘lhe lesiuvnsg vere

- elevated, macular, papular, erythematcua, and were eirculsr. They begmn
. on the dorsum of the feet, over the malecli, and up the entire leg tc the
&roin. The lesions became confluent and gave the appearance of general

INCLOSURE 2
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erythema to tho feet and ankles. This condition did mot begin until May ‘
1967, vhen the nunidity and heat increased. at firat, 1t was thought that

thene lcsions were exales of lcmersion foot, which had preecnted itselfl
earlier as generalized erythena.

, Trevious reports that troops should be deployea only 48 huurs at
g time were verified during the period iarch through ¥ay 1967. vhen a
schedule of 43 hours in and 24 hcurs out urying was carriea oui, fout
prodlems, as described aubove, were minimal. When this time in vater was
exceeded, more cares of erytheza and red lesions were noted on the fect
. and lower exirenities. . \\
In June, two battalions of the 24 Erizande wexe embarked on the Riv-
erine Force and moved up the Northexn Branch of the Mekong hiver. ' The
progran of deployment begun wag generally two days In the field and one
day drying out, thon two days in tha field and two days drying out. Dur~
-3ing the dry-out period shoris and sandals (zories) were encouragsd. It
was found thet the air and sunshine wexe the best end fastest cures for
the observed {oot conditiong.

In mid July 1957, after the Southwes? Monsoon had begun, a battle
raged for five days in an inundated area South of Saigcn. Some of the
trvops were in the field for four days and others for five days. In tha
units who had been in the field five days, over 50% of their troops wera
ron-deployable on the sixth day. One cczpany had 665 of 1its present for
dusty strength ncn-deploysble. Those units who had been in the fileld for
four davs had 40X of its troops non=depleyable tne next day. Cut of those
that we. @ non-cepivyeble, a congideradble number were tnsdl: to gu to the
field from three to seven days end several as long as fourteen days. Sev-

~_gral ware required to be hogpitalized because ol imuersion fcot, which
required from about four to ten days to recover. The:e ware scme in thig
group who bad slready bad mome skin problems with their feet who developed
pecondary infections and this delayed their xecuvery sooevhat longer thsn
tha majority.

., R |

At the game time of the cccurence of these large numbers of foot
pxoblens in the US trcops deployed, exaninatinsn was wede cf the feet nf
127 Viet Crng priscners- taken frozm the snne sree. Exenination revenled
no cvidence of gkin digeasa of the feel or lowver extrimitjcge. Thers wan
also no imdication ¢f ‘mmersien foot. %hes2 VC pri-oncrd wore veaving
sho:t pants ard nothing on thex'le~t. In coxiaxin; the twc :roups, 1o

" bacomes ajpar=at thal a gwrat dekl of the problex fuund fn US troops ' v
be dus to the type of clothing and foutwear that iliey vers ueitge .ne
Jungla co3bati dcol arn? long treusers ui the jungie fatigues Ll severa.
tndesiciole slecize They Lept the woiie ol the wuoops 8% a higher %texp-
eraluxe wball if exposed directly o tfas aic. Alao, they kapt tha skin

“eongtantly nmolst, wvitkeut env opportunily to dry wute Tae questicn arcse

" €hon, vas the difforence detween the U5 itroops and VC prisonsrs feet and

2
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“area. Ve were seeing groster and grealsr numbara of skin eruptions and

lega dus %o nn inheorent reaiata.nca on ‘d\o pari-of e Vistnanese or dus
* to the difference in clothinge _ .

“hig quertion wvag quickly anavereds OSeveral units in’ tho Dolta had ~
kbd the use of scme Chol Hanha es guidss in irundated areas during the
=casoon seasol. 1¢ hss been noted by the dootors and the men of the wnits
that wvhen thege Chol Hanhs were-pud in the US unifor=a and boots thst af tez
tvo or thres days exposurae, they begoa to dreak cut with erythazatous
lenions over the feet md lover extxamitiea. e

e ‘ R

ﬁ; tha end of July the Southwest Hmsoonn hsd inundated tho Delta

conditionss ¥For some tine ws had Loen unable to differentiats irnmersicn
foot prodlexma from fungal infections. 4s all physicianas observing the
txoops had never seen a cased of tropical lmmersion food, noxr had thoy
any great experience.with rungal infootions of the foo%. \
12N

In early August, the concensus of opinion was that we were seeing
fungus on the feet in the form of ringworm that had bYeoome confluent and -
did not appear in ths classical nature of zing or erythera and contzal
clenxing. The lesions of the legs, thigna, goin, and lower torsd were
of tha classical ringworm structure. %he faot that the lesionz on the
feet wors confluent, forming a pereralized erytheratous erupticn, may de
the reason for the delay in rakxing a dicgnosla of dexzatophytosia of tha

* fouls By mid August the prodlen of skin cenditions was becoming incroezse

&
3

ingly mors sexlors. 1ore and mors men were not able to go o the field

‘bedsuse of skin conditions. Tais nowurally dezacted from the comdat

offectiveness of tha units deployeade.

A request was made to the Surgcon, USARV, for.a dermatological tean
to coma to the Division to evaluate tha skin conditions and moke yecome
weadotiong sbout the therany that was being useds 1he following is a
1isgt of the medicatlions t.hat were being emloyad in attgnpis to control
the skin lesionst

‘e

Criseofulvin _ * Undecylenio aeid
Wyconswiln : _-, Furscin ointmant Trianinolare
Deserex Kydrocortisona no 7

. Mycolog . " Tinactin
. Viofom and Rydroooxtxs{ne

By mid September, certain conolusions woere able to be drawm frem
the experiences gained during the previous two muntila in the inundated
arcas of the hekons Deltas Jney are listed as followst

: 1« That mogt of the foct and lower exLauw skin conditions
wore dus to dermatorhytosls of types undetsruined.

* 2. .That the increass in ths tcomporaturs and humidity, plus the

" dnorease in irzersion in the water, bacausa of the Southwest Nonscon
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geason, caumd & xapid increase in genemlized der::atophytoaia in the
troops.

f"

3. That tha jungle comdat boot and jungle fatigues aggravatc?
the ckin conditicns and provided an excellent melieu for the growvth of
dexzatophytec.

-
L

40 Thnat onco R 801diezr had hed ekin prodleme on his feal, ho
vas more suscepiidble to future recurrences, with lescs exposure tims bee
lns :equixcd b@fore he would be incapacitated for duty. N

S« That tha ideal rotation under the circumstancee of the South-
vect Hongoon was 48 hu.zra in the field, 24 hours out, 48 hours in and 48 .
hourz oute . — _ . \\

6. That exposuxe to.sunshine and air were the best adjuncts to"
treastment of the szin conditions. . - - \\

~

. 7. %inat {cmersion foot was very rarely ceen-because the derﬁato—

) p?‘jtosis was of such 8 severe nature that troops could not be left in the

fisld long enough to pet immersioa foot.

€. That many of the derastological preparations and drugs wers
net effectlve as would be expected.

9. That thoee with moderate to marksed legions of tha feet if
ot allaowed to dry mut and regress sufficiently would become secondarily
Infroted and develinp ulceration, thus increasing the time o cure the
Jegions. .

10. That no cures wera shle to be effected in any of the troops .
-ith derzatophytosis, because of the necessity of keeping the raximun
sundbaxr of troops in the field, thus recreating the conditions that were
g cause for the growtn of the rungus.

11« That over 953 of troops deployed in the Delta areas had dez-
~:%0:hytosis of some dcgree of the feet,

in early :‘cteder, Dr. Harvey Blank, leading a dermatoliogical tean
- £ the Coamiszgion on Cutaneous D .gesses of the Arbed rrces gpidemo-
logi-.al Board, visit«d the 2d Brigade of the 9* Inrantiry Division abourzd

ctne iivorine Pcree. .waminaticnez, eultures, dircct prsparatisns, and

ciovcies were scxforzed on 20U troa;s {roa tnis furce. It was their
veindon that tne prcblems seen represented dermatoprnytosis of unusual
and atypicai iy.es. shey noted the most severely aftected arecs vere
the 3dcrsa of e foot and leg, under the boot, and the groins and but-
tccikse The lesions were intensely inflamzatory, often starting &s a

-

3
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mycotic folliculitis, and spreading %o produce bright and ringed lesions

- which became cunfluent. It was the dermatological tean's opinion that

the infections were of the zoophilic, or soil inhabditing, fungi rather

" than the cocmon anthrophilic Trichophyton rubrua. The fact that the

lesions were confluent snd intensely red, plus the inexperience of the
¥edical Officera ss2eing the lesions, waa the reason for the delay i»
8iagnosia of approximately three months from the tixmo the lesions wvere
Lixgt odgerved.

an oxampie of the saveiity of the lesions and théir effect on tha
effective combat strength of the two battalions suzveyed during the weak
of 16 September 1567 axe as follovs. . ; N

’o 4th Bﬂ' 47& Iﬂf, 9?-’1 Inf Div

- A @s Numder of men -~ 450

" be Foot jroblems seen - 219

- e. Severity of root nmoblems in terms of days loat fron the

field.

e
-

(}) Hild‘(lees then three days) = 10

{2) Moderate (three to;agven da&s) - 65

'(3) Severe (more than seven days) - 31

(4) EKumber of men not available for field duty - 106

2. 3d Bn, 60th Inf, 9th Inf Div = There were 20 - 40 men, out
of 30U men, out of duty at all times becsuse of the lesions.

3. Tae frequency of the_iypical athlete's foot type of condition
war relatively rarely seen én those examined.

Uf interest to note was the fact that the physicians had observed
that the lesions were not responding as well as they should heve to the
variouc fungicidsl medications being useds Also, there was a question

‘¢f rossidle regisisnce of the dernatophytosis to griseofulvin 1000 mg

8 ¢gy of the microcrystalline, or fine particle ty;e; a¢.unugh lerge
qaz=tliies of the drug were deing used in thie tuc,s cisiaoica woth the
dernztphytosis, there were no ch-x. Dr. tlanA suggested tial the
reason for failure on the psrt of the drug'ray be due to a leacning of

' the 2edication out of the skin bty the contirual iumersion in the water.

Also, tnat there might be a drug resistance in the soil Sungl affecting
the troops. Material was taken back %o tle University of riami lab-
oratorieg for further ieolatlon and sengitivity studies vn the specimens
Obuin‘do
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. During tus Southvest Monsoon season the lelia area of 2V decudes

eszentially cne larze lake. Dry land is at a prenium and glzost non-

existant. Because of thisz the troops, wnen on oterations, are immersed

.4n water twenty-four nours a day. 1he wvater de.in ranges irex ankle to

walst highe .he continual moisture, high ku=idily, and hizh texzperatures
provide excelient cornditisns for the growth of fungi. The precent combdat
boot, jungie teunt, keeps tne temperatuve of tha foot elevated zbove the

. outside temperature ana also continually moiste The long trouseras of the

Jungle fasigues act in a manner gimilar to the boctse This, ¢f course,

. glves an explspation {or the reason that the US troops are plazied by

dermatophytosis ani the VC and local popuAationa have no slgn-fzcant

preblems with trese conditions. : N

]

. A%
is a xesult—of'fhe dermatological conditions occuxing in the Delta
area, operations of a necoscity have had to ve taliored s0 as to not al-
low the skin conditions %o beccze so severe that loag periods ol con-
valescence would be requlred. Because of this zrequirezent of drying ou}
periods, many man combat days have been loste uring a period of 214
days, 89 days were required for drying out and 134 days were available

- for comvat. This represents a reduction to 63% effectiveness of the

troops ueployed in this type of terrain. .

Below is a tebulation of taree rorths exverience with Riverine
Furce's deploywi in the Delta region, HVN during the Southwest Monsoon
BAASON : .

FLCICRS:

Noneffectiveness because of foot prodlems, average of two Bate
talions xeporting per day, average nuxmber of aays zreported is 27 days
per month, three month reporting faixly accurately, interpolation for three
months reporting on basis of 30 day mecnthe Average nuzaber of riflemen
asctually put in the field is 330 per daye

In September 197 there were 159> kan comsat days lost; an
averugze of S6 men per day no® able tu .o to the fleld. an average of 28
scn per battalion per day lost. Avera.- ioss was 7¢3 coif Zutzali.n rex
dQ’.

; In Cectober 1567 there were 2019 .:an coztat days Jost, an
average of $4 men per cay not able to «c v the [ield; &n averase of £7

.man rer Battallion per day lost. Aver.ic iessz was 12.3< of Haiialicn ver

.
.

daye . }

In November 1967 there were §>) man combat Gays iort: an
average cf 32 men jer day not able to oo to the fielc: an average of 16
Ben per Battelion per day lost. Average loss was 4.%% of Battalion per

day.

Avarags loas of Battalion strength over the three month
peziod vas 7.9% per day.

-
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- In lato August 1967, ono of the dattalions, 4th rattalion, 47tk In-
fantry, xotating froa the Riverins Force to Dong Tam for & six week pore
1ode The prirary purpose of this xotation was so that the troops could
éry outs uringy thig period, tho troops ware either ous on guard ox
ratrolling in the TAOR. When they returned from patrolling they filled
sand bags until late in tho evening. Tho base axes at the tizo vas wet
esd #loppye 3Reasuns of tho oconditions thet gxisded, the man hed very
1ittle, 1f any, opportunity to dry out and for the skin lesions on their
fzet to heal., Thoy zeturned to tha Riverins Force in early Octobar.
From Soptender through mid December this batialion had anm average of 58
mon not able t0 go o the field per day. In Octobexr aleno this bate
$alion had an aversge of 66 men per day not eble to go to the field.
For the month, thsere were 2000 msn days lost because of demtophytoaia
of the feet in this batialion.

thhongh our statistics are incomplate, we are able to estizmate that

‘the averago nucber of men not able to go to the field per battalion per day

during the Southwest Mongoon in the Delta, RVE, 4s 33 men per day per bate
talion deployed. 7%his loass of manpaower fxom dermatophytosis is that
which results vhen a program of 48 hours in the field, 24 houzs out. 48
hours in and 48 houxa out is employed.

In oxdsr to om cone theaa problena, the folloving steps have been

4 new paddy boot has been deaigned to reduce the temperature of
the foot and algo to let 1% -dxy rapidly. 1% allows the free cirsulaticn
of glr and water about ithe foot and ankle. 4 new lov quarter acrylic
stocking of a net design has been developed to compliment the boot. Ad-
ditionally, the trial use of shorts will be carried ocut in order to reduce
the fungus infections of the lower extzenitiea aud groin.

These itemas have been specifically deaigned to overcome the problems -
ipherent in the use of our present clothing when fighting in the inundated

.. areas.of the Mekong Delta. It is anticipated that the reduction in loss
_’of panpower due -to dermatophytosis will be ‘somewhare in the neighborhood
of 25 to 4C%. It is also aniicipated that troops will be zble to be de=

Ployed for increaeing perids of tize without eny increass in morbidity.
Adéitionally, the omset of tropical immersion fooi shicfild de Gelayed be-
cause this condition ia sccelerated by high temperaitures. Ia vicw ¢f
¢ fact that ine temperaturs should b2 ¢ gxezter th._n € BTN :d tag

W.a.c ¢r wateor ir the naw biot, the corditiunm Jruld of le¢ €l.wncel. -nLiv-

Seit e vime of ousel of {ropleal lmmassion Loot prolubiy waill mot e :
OYeizved fcz 96 t0 120 Bours of eX,dsUICy =6 wy.vbta w wid k-cit L 56
%o 72 bours of exposure vhich has beeu obsuived.

A
In sonclusior., during ‘ths Hongoon ssason 1% appsavrs thub vur totul
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nonoffectivensss due to dermatophytosis is about 7.9% per day per bat-

talien. The total forse effectivenssa during the Southwest Monsoon wvas

£33, 1968 7.95 or 55.1% This is even when dry out periods are provided.
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3 % -+ CONFIDENTIAL
e 3
iy SR | DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY | IR
. _ - EEADGUARTERS GTH INFANTRY DIVISIGH o
o ' L AP0 San Francisce 96370 - ) . .I;
R o o 27 APRIGST
-1 . SUBJECT: Changes 26 to 9th Infentry Division Fleld S0P - _ _ ;’;
20:  SEE DISTSIBUTION 4 ;

,//’ . ' -E

' - . e ~- . §

— 1. (U) Attached as Inclosure 1 is Appendix 10 (Coordinstion with
GVN/ARVY end Rules of Engegement) to Annex A (Oyetations) to the 9th Infantxry
Div’ ion Field SOF, . . h

-

3

\
\

2. (U) The incloséd appendix is Classified CONFIDENTIAL. Thie docv-

; ment will be protected and downgraded as prescribed in AR 380-5 and should

! - -not be innerted into the Division SCP.

b ] -
ot :

5. 3. (U) Tais change letter should be filed in front of the field SOP

H for raference p'.zrpeses. )

: .

i 4. (U) This letter regraded unclassified vhen separatad from classi-
. fied inclosure. . ¢
_i - . - . . j
FOR THE COMMANDER: ! . . :

; ) o ) ] . /8/ R. H. Phelps

K 1 Incl : _ - /%/ R. H. PHELPS

3 £} . ) cpT, AGZ

- . . , ’ S .-dsst AG
DISTAIBUTION: N \ |
Saxe as 9th Inf Div Field SOP _ . L .
Plus 10 cys - 199th Inf Bde (Lt) (Ssp )
\
3 IMCLOSURE 3
. ' COE\.F DENTIAL
5 - \L . - ‘ ) :510 .. |

[N - . . . . *
- P e R RN . k
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- xust be pravented at all levels. To asasist tha tactical cozzander in

CONFIDENTIAL
Appondix 10 (szdimtion with GVI/ARVYN and hules of &mucu %0 Annex
A (Operatioms) to 9th In.fn.ntry Diviaien Fleld ROP, S

3. (©) Bafamncem o | | i
e WACY DIr 95-4, Us M Operations in KT, 28 June 66,

‘be HACY Dix 525‘"3. Kini:aizing Ecnao:batant Battle Casualtias.
14 Qeiodar 600 ’

e MACY Dix 525-15, Ccnéuot of Arti 11ozy/y.o:w- ana xamm-
£ire, 19 Hatedar 664

. &. Conf Mzg 06056, CC}TUS."IACV, Hoasurgas %o Pravant P‘utu.al In-
tarfemoa, "‘Z0GICT 2 Fed 67. . \

-

84" II Frozeoy LOT 7-66, Compatsa Plax for 1967, 16 oo 6. ..
; —/2: (0) Purposes .

&« To estadlish polivies,.procedurss, gnd resporsibilities which |
dnsure coordination of divisien coperatiocas with the AVE military and c:i.vili,sm‘k “
ageacim. A ‘

L)

< b. ‘Tcrprasér‘.&be Rales of Zogagezantl. .. -
() Finimizing Fonooxbatzont Battlo Casualties,

oo '@. Coneral. Because of tha VC propeganda exploitation ¢f any
noncondatznt cesualtias and incidenia caused by US/FWUF and the resuliant .
Tesentuent and alienation of tha jsopla, theso casualiicy and incidents

‘pravonting noncazbatant injuries and deeths, tho following cafety re-
quirasents &nd miles of engagiment have taen developed,

be Growl Operationa: Coma.ndara at every leval will plan and
coménet $hadir oporaiions as follows: '

(1) Cosmenders will consider both the military and. pey=
chological cbieative of each operation. Presirikes in populéted areas,
reoonnaissmmer by Lirs into eivilian occupied hazmlets, and pcorly selectad
harrassing and interdiction fires are sxamples of nilitar/ neasures whioh are
‘detrimental to ths ovarall war effort. i

(2) Corzanders will maintain and aonduct a thorough and
wortinming progeza to ‘oxphasiza the short and long rangs importance of
sininizing ncneombatant ossusltlies. Troop indootrinstion briefings will
Be held prior to maoch operation. They will inslude as & minimus, the loscatlen

. L 4 .

" A-10-1 - .DQWNCRADE AT 3 YEAR
INTERVALS. DECLASSIFIZD
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. of nonccadatants and othar friendly forces, mensures to yrevont muiuwal R
'4?&3 interfsienca, safety precautions for fire cupport, rules of engagenent, ' :
. firs clescsnce procedurs, identification and xacagnitian signals and
. cmergencf procadurss,
S (3) To insure that US srtillery ond moster fireu ace delivared
) ecnly after propsr coordination and clearances have been obtained, it ia .
. «dncuzbent upon sach person involved in fire directlion snd epproval channsls
£0 fully undazstend and to comply wiih curzent clearansa prodedussu. The
GVI/ARVY coordination procedures and rules of ongsgenent found in this
- appendix are applicabls in each GVN provinca/distriet. It i ewaentisl
© \¢ that ths utzmost caution be exercised by all concerncd to insure that
\ these clearance procaduras are followed prior to Ziring artillery end/er
: mortars. This is particularly true in heaviiy populsted arsas such &s
Lous An. Dinh Tuong, snd Cia Dznh P:ovincea. \

4 (4) A civic ection plan showld be daveloyed to su;port each
operation. {Aunex J) _ . N
. : ) . \-.,
(5) Operations should be planned in coordination with
province/district chiefs with dus regard for sccurity of pians. A liaison
officec should coordinats operations with the p: ovinoe/dist:ict headquarters.

- ) ’ . ! . 5
Vet g e e G gl g Cmeed cweuy | ra C et S » Cw @’ Gt Wl i el e “godd * lodd

(6) Assignmsnt of AN military 1inison officsrs should te .
arsanged for eash significent opersiion, When assigned to US coazbas
. forces they might greatly enhance coordination.with RVH foxrces and azsist
s in friend/foe identification. I/PF partioipation at U8 battalion and
L ccmpany level opasations should Ye sought.

FOPEET PRI

s o (1) Ehtuhlished rales oz good militery scadust nnd dlscipline
cie mst be enzcreed.

"~ (8) ‘e following will govern ths dcatiuction of dweéllings vy
ground fbrcssa . . . o

(a) Deut.uction of housen simply becauss itezs found
therdn indicate use by V¢, or V( cympathizers, is

¢ not varrauted aud wiil not be sonduned. The majore

i ity of hounes havo soms typs cellar, bunkar or |

i foxhole to provids proteotion to its inkavitants.

§ Discovery of those iteus 4o ndt in 1tsslf cause for

i degtruoticn.

(v) Identificntion of a house as "VC" by ARVA ox IF/PF
: is not sufficlent to porait destruotion without

, _ , fuzrthar Justifisation, Looal authorities will,
i . - 42 prasticable, bve consultsd ccncarning destrussion -
) of hounes, If the loocal guthnrities state that ths

. house should bo destsoyed, they mhould be the onea to
- pozfora the destiuction.

(e) If US yazuonnsl ase xeeeiving fixs frem the hnusss _

CONFIDINTIAL )
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the fire vill be retwned even though destzuction
of the house results. Destruction of sitructures
in arcas used as VC base caapas, or those obviously
tullt by thae VC %o 24ght froam, is authorized.

} 4. (C) lieatziceions snd lules of Engagement. .

ao General.

"The following pxﬂcedurea vill he obse'vod duzing

conduct of ccahat oyerations..

Aimzaft delivev.y systems. ' \

\_‘a),/fh"ward air controllors (FAC) and armed haliooptex

- ()

(c)

(@

(o)

(£)

conmanders will be briefed on locations of r;iandly
and potentially fiiendly populated oreas. \,
Strikes will not be executed where identifiocution af
filendly elements is in doubt. FAC's and holi=
copter communders will recon tha otriks arga for
friendly personnel and nonoombatants prior to

strike execption. - o

All close air support missions that involve airc
strikes not controiled by zradar will be conirolled
by 8 PAC. As a portion of the FAC's torget brlefing
to the strike pilots ne will inoclude the locaticn
of the nearest friendly elezenta,

Specified strike zones (free fire areas will be
configured to avoid populated areas except in known
YC base areas. .
A1l air stiikes wzll have GVN/ARVN approval prior -
to execution.

Close air euppOLt meagures that involve strikes on
hamiets or villages must be controlled by a FAC,

If the attack on a haxliat ov village is deemed
necesasry and is executed in conjunstion with a
ground operation invoiving movement &2 ground foroes
thiough ‘the arsa, the attack may Le made wituout
varning; however, app:opriate US/GVN/ARVY approval
is requirods If ths attack on a villaga or hamlet
i8 not in-conjznction with eny icmediste ground
operation, tho inhgbitants must be warned by leaf=

* lets and/or loudspeaker sysiea prior to the strike

execution and must be glven adequate tina to
evaouate the arsa,

If an ersed helicopter target 1nvolvqé'ncnoo=baténtu.'

A=10-3 . .
o .Changa 26
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CONFIDENTIAL

. auch as in a hanlet oc villagv-'§ﬁoneve: possibdle an

RVNAF observer will be sboard the helicopter end
US/CVN/ARVY spproval to fire must te cbiained
unless ths situation olearly presenis an izzediets
threat to tke lives ot the orev,

411 alrcraft resaliving gcound firs fron friendly ox
potentially (riendly populated areas vill return
fixa only when:

1 The sources of fire ean be viguelly identified.

2 Ths atxika or fire can be positively orlented

_against the soures. \
\

X The fire 1s of such intensily that esunter setion
i8 necessary,

(2) Indixect fire support wespons (srtillazy. nortsxs,

Syecifia& Stctke Zones ("Freé'Fiza L:aaa“)z

1 cpeoified strike zones (free firs ercss) are es- -
tablished in writing and cuthenticated by GVI/AIVN
authorities. Wanen & gpocified siriks zone
(free fire araa) has besn established, no
GVN/AKVE slearanas to firs is nasaessary.

v

Tnobsexved fire may be directed ezainst all
target arcas looated within spsoifiad strike
zonesn (frae fire arsas).

Uninhabited sreas outside specified stsik@ nones
(free fize eroas)i

1 Whon IN CONTACT, fire may be direoted a.sinst VG/

BVA forces at the request of any US/RMAT unit,
This situation ig considored obasrved fisrc even
though an srtillery aii/forward obmerver is ncot
tha :aqueuta:.

2 Vnen not IN CONUACT, oboorved flze may bo disected
againagt targets of opporiunisty which exe ¢luasly
identified as hostile withcut CVI/AIVN appsovel

3 Whsn theso is no contact with VC/HVA forcus, wnobe
sorved fires may be dircotad ot hostile taigats
end target areas, only after GVN/ARVN approvale

& GVN/ARVN approval is required befors diissting
eithor obsarved or umobsorved firs on taigsts
not eloarly cntifioa a3 hostile,

-

1-10-4
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* (e) Villages and Hanlets (irnhabited ereas)s
Fires directed azninat knowa or suspessted VC/XVA
targets in villeges and hamlets occupled by nonsombatants vill be eon-
dustsd as follovs:

i A11 such fires vin ‘be controlled by an cbserver
and exgcuted only alter CVI/ARVN approvale.

2 Villgges and haulets not assecisted with mereuver
of ground forces will not ba fired uwpsn without
proper warning bty leallsts and/or speaker vystems
or by other appropriste naans, even though fire
ia rgceived froa thea. . Y

. N

- 3 Villeges and hanlets may Ve atlacked without):
: warning if the attack 1s in conjuneticn with a'
geound oparation involving mansuver of ground .
o foroes through the area and 1f, in the jJudgoment |
N of ths ground ccmmander, his nialica would te
Jeopardized by sush a waraning,

4 Unobserved firos will not be planned closer then.
- 1000 waters froa friendly villeges or hanleis -
unless spesifienlly raquosted by GVI/ARTH suthsre
_$%les. Obsorved firss may be deliversd closer
. than 1000 maters of inhaditod areas providing ths
. targets are slearly 4dentiificd as hostile.:

S5 The wse of inceadiary typo uxunitior vill Yo
en & very suvlested besis,

o

Village snd hanlot dofonsive fires will bde ox«
eouted when raqussted by GVU/AETT authority, .

1 Artillery uir observors will bo bdidefed on aress
%o be avoided because of frisndly or potantidly
friendly poyulation,

b, EBVE/Canbodian Border Area,

(1) General. All units.rasyonsible fo plamning or exscution
of misgions vithin 51 of the bordsr will kave posted in oporations centers
- 8 13250,000 or larger scsle nap cn vhicd the Cambodian bordar is distin-
otly narked on ths EW side to s dopth of 5KM, \

L I

. (2) Aireraft.
| (a) Adizaraft will not orosas ths Caxbodics border un-
less specifiocally suthorized by CRUSHACY,

. (b) Pilots oporating within 5K of the berder will. have
{ _ ’ & 1350,000 map 9! ths arsa of opersticna,
I 1=10-5 ’ . .
~ Change 2
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- (2) Complete preatrike bdriefings-and postatrike de~
briefings will bde ecndusted for atrikes vithin SKM
of the border.

.

(8) Strike airorsft within sxx of ths dorder will be
under control of a FAC unleas radar coatrelled,

(e) Adrcraft supporting boider cutpcats (fira support,
reaon, t:ansport and supply) are allowed to operate
a8 necessary in the outpost area, dut will neither
orosa or {ire across the border,

. B
v e . —-0-»——*&0@-‘0“
»

\

Change 26

P
(3) Lrtillery, noxtars and naval gunfira. \,‘
. \
. (a) A1l ﬁre nissions witk intended-target aress within
2KM of the RVN/Cambodisn border will be observed.
( - - ) (b) +Fire missions wvith intended target areass greater
L than 21X from the border may be unobgerved subject to
’ — : applicable control procedures stated elsevhere in
i T this SOP.
-1 (¢) Fire will not be conducted whers dispersion could
result in fire being placed oa or over the border.
- @e Provention of mutual inte;fervahoe 1:: TAvers and cosstal
- waters. o ‘
‘ e . . .
: ' (1) Ganeral: The control of water oraft is prizarily the
} maponsibility of the V¥ and is normally exsrcised by “warding snd search
1 rathor thes the use of destructive fires. The inorscass of FWMAF in tue
“{ """ Harket Time (Cosstal waters of SVN) and Game Wordsn (Bassas and Mekong Rivers)
. areas require that the following measuren he 1nple...ented to prevent in-
3 cidents in which friendly vater craft are attscked by smell arms, air-
! oralt, moctars and/or artillery. *
f (2) Commanders nay attatk or place Sira on wateroraft 1£:
Lt {a) Tne vater oraft is fizing on fxiendly forces, Tha
i reoponaible Coastsl Surveillanse Center/Caze Warden
} TOC will be notified immadiately. ‘
2 (b) The water ciaft is condusting rdstile muneuvers '
i or other actions and coordination has bean affectad
: - : * with the responsible Coastal Suzveillance Center/
‘( ‘ : Gama Warden T0C, ;
i (3) River scbushes established along rivers in the Coze
‘ % Eax-dw arca sust bo ccondinated with the appropriate Gaze Warden 20C,
} e, Indireot fira support veapona olee.mce procedurest
o : (1) In sddi‘ion to he other restriotions exd rules of engegesent
‘ 1 the tonwing olesranss procedures sre established fox sll artillezy, mortar
! end paval gunfize. re
"3 . CONFIDENTIAL
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]
{(2) Prior to firing tho folloviz3 data and olearances zust
bo odtained by tha Siring unit or its homdgurrtors.

: ()

®

7 (o)
) (@)
.. (o)

DISTRIEUTION: Special

QFFICIAL:

CPT, AGE - .

US/&MAP ground clearance: Obtained from the US/
VAP paneuver force oczzander having responsibility
for the AO/TAOR. Areas that are nct designated
US/PW¥AP AD/TACR peed 2o US/FMAP ground elearance.

CV/ARVH clearance. v

‘1 In apecified striks zcnes (free fire aresa) ro
CVA/ARVY clearance to fire 13 needed.

2 1In all othor areas GVI/AEWN clearance muat be
obtained froz the appropriste Province/District
Chief, his guthorized representative, or higher
CVI/ARVN authority excep: when a US/PWMAF unit

** 1s I CONTACT with VC/NVA forcas. .

AWCC: Firing data must be provided to the appropriate

Artillery Warning Control Center (AWCC) for friendly

aircraft warning.

L

Paris Control: All 8" and 1752 fires rmust bs sent

$o Paris Contiol for high performance airoraft warning.

Kone of the above abridge the right of self-defenze.

_Artillery 1f fired without GVII/ARVH clearance a% the

request of ary unit I CIHTACT, A unit 13 considered
IN CONTACT when it is engaged witli in eneny force.
Sniper fire or mortar rounds aze not oconsidered IV
CQNTACT. The supported unit comzander im xesponsible
for making the "1l CCSTACT" determination.

s
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- 1 DEPARTHELT OF HE ARMY
HEADGUAITERS 9TH INFANT:Y DIVISIZN
‘ APO Ssn Francicco 96370

AVDE-GC ’ R

" SWAJECT: Monthly Civio Action Repoct (RCS: MACCO:33-04A-67)

T0 Commanding General . ) '.“
United States Amy, V;etn&n N
’ ATIN: AVHCA ‘ ) o
. . ‘Pa 96575 - ., - - PR R : e L e ‘. A'\"" L
LR ~
1. %*otal number of non-days pe*sonnel of units engayed AN
in civie action activities. 1045
2. Cost of suppiies contributed fron military res.urces ‘
for civic action p.ojects (do not include cost of conmodities -
obtained fuom USAID, CAE, CKS and like organizationms). WN§ 2,343,660
’ 3. Voluntary contributions. . . . . Y83 90,000

i. Percent of US military civic action actxvities
conducted jointly uith.‘ ,

a. Other PR . T 4.9
. be HVNAF | e T L e 39468
“6. US civiiian vo'untary agencies; : 0;0%

5. Aversge percent of self—help contributed by the . :
people. : o .- |2 0% PRGN
T . : : : . . .“x‘_--;
-6. For each of tho major civic action progieam 1 ted st
below, enter the rumber of nou-days (8 hr “ays) and cost of, L New
supplies piovided f.om resources. ‘ . - - 9.7
PROG..AMS , l | MAK-DAYS  ¥NS :

8. Economic Develorment: Includers all :
egaiculture, fisheries, markets and cottage industiries \
and othe. activities invoiving prouuction and distii- .
bution of produc-s. : - 207 116,700

_’ s it X ™

R ]
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AVDE-GC v . !
WUBIECT: Monthly Civie Action Teport (RCS: . MACCORDS-04A-67) :

b. Eduzation! Includes all activities, : !
involving the increase and improvement of school facile :‘f_
Jtlesrand class™ooa or pther group inst.uction. Ex- :
cludes 8ll technical tra1n1ng reported in prograzs a, .
cend de . ) 135 . - 15,600
€. Social Welfare: Includes ail assistance
to hospitals, refugees, orphanasges, religious organi- . \
zations and other inst:tutions, groups and individuals. ’

Excludes items reported‘}nva. b and d. 1015 2,116,900

/ .
d. Transportation: Includes ail activities \\\
%haF improve or increase wethods of transportation, \
0.8+y Toads, oridges and vatervays. 1330 - 77,800 o

@. Refugee Assistancs Support: All assis-

tance to refugees including sctivities reported in

prograns a, b, ¢ and d. ¢

7+ GVH Progrzm Support: FKona

8. Number of separate institutions assisted during the reporting period.

8. Schools 26

b. Hospitals h

6. Orphanages 7 ) _ .

d. Others - see paragraph 13

9. The 34 Bn, 47th Infantry, MEP, noted the presence of the following
attitude which acis o hinder their operstion in Dinh Tuong Province.
*Fear is one of the major drawbacks to any form of civiec action that could
be undertaken. The fear is that Viet Cong forces may initiate reprisals
against those who coopeiale with GV and/or MACV advisers in civie action
projects", This fear has been allayed to some extent by the &lose coordin-
ation eof such programs with tactical operations to take maxizmum advantage
of the securiiy afforded. '
: i

10, The folicwing Yeneficial results have been realized as a result

of 9ta Infantry Divisicn Civic Action Programs:

8. Reports fiom 3d Brigade units in Loné An Province refiect
8 willingness on the part of the Vietnanese people to'undestake a second
and third civie action project upon successful cozpleticn of the firss.

‘P19 "gelf-help” construction of Sampan Lock and Market Place gt Tan Tru

(XS 6763) is an excellent example of this attitudae.

L
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. SUBJECT: Monthly Civio Action Report (Res: mcco:ms-ou-s;r)

"L 9. Timely vaming by the Kim San (xS 3641) village ohief,
enabdled a 4th Bn, 47th Infentry MEDCAP Tean. to mccesafully evade Viet

 Cong forces entexing ths villa,ga.

8. The 2 Bsttalicn. 4{th Infen‘.zy. MRP, on two eccaaiona

. received lists of Viet Cong personnel operating in areas frequented by

¥EDCAP Teams. The lists were compiled and 7iven to US Foxces by GVl
village officials. Dua to the increase in 'JS and RVUAP military activisy,
thoso officials felt sgoure enough to divulga anch infomation.

11, The following civic action projects are considersd to e pe.rtic-

alasly ‘effeative: . | \

) .

. 2. Hq and 4 Co:pa.n,v, 9th ndical Bn, has establ‘ ghed a progran
offering special obstetrical treatment to Vieinamess civilians. Lialsen
bas been established with village medical personnel %o 1dentify difficuld
delivery problems. Upon identification, tue subject is brought to the

-gedical clearing station with the local physician for delivery. In 50,

doing, village medical personnel receive advanced surgical instruction:
vhile patient and child enjoy the benefits of ireatment by specialisis.

v be %ho 34 Bn, 472k infantzy, MRF, has developed -an interestizig

technique for integration of the MEDCAP prorram with tacticsl ‘operations.
Following sveep operations in an ATC (Assault Tzoop Carrier) boat, the
HEDCAP¢sam beaches at a pre-designated viiiage or hamlat. Following
leudspeaker announcenment, all patients are t.eated on the ATC. This method

.. provides maxianum security for the MEDCAP Team, expands MEDCAP coverage

end doas much to lessen the adverse effect of military operations in the
area. Additionally, should medical t:estment be required for US casusle
tiss, evacuation o the ATC can be easily accomplished.

12, Selested ¢ivic action projects having particular buman interest

ol

appeal making them suifable for publication. The Boyal Thai Army Volunteer

.Baginment, Queen's Cobra, conducted a hamlet festival in Phuoc Lai. The

festival was highlighted by un exhibition of Thai boxing and soccer com-

"potition betwee. RTAVR and Vistnamese teams. In addition to the conduct

of MEDCAP and commodity distributions, area school children received
spsoial Tet gifts and presents.

I3. Summary of civic action projects. ‘l ' :
T 8 Constructlon projects ccopleted during reporting period. .
(1) Dwellings oo B lege
" (@) Resta(xa) 40 - s
(3) Churches e . 2

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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(4) Eospitals 0
(5) ‘ Dispensaries
)

'(7) Schools

© w o ~ o
M. O v o N N

(9 ﬁ.idg:s

.(10) Other 20 15 o \

b, Educatiom'l‘ efforta. . o C e \
(1) Classes

ik

| }

B (8) English®186 total students 1626 )
_ 4 (v) Othef 48 total students 190 -
Y (2) retning
| . .(a) Furses/aides 2
(v) Mac&ine operato:a‘p '
(¢) Mechanics 0 ‘ . . .
o {4) Others '

o

do
.

CCmodities distributed (include commodities rrOm USAID end

. wluntw a.gancies)
(1) Building materiala
" (a) .Cement- 54,500 s,
(b) Tin sheets -394 number‘ {
(c) Lumber-117,965 bvad ft. _
(8) Paint-65.5 gals . o \
(¢) Other - 40,800 lba. .
(2) Kits (mber‘). |
‘(a) Bealth-szé
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~

>~z (b) sSchool ~2068

S R S ."‘ (o) Mdvite -2
Tt (@) mysEa-10 '
. .: \_,_///"' (e) Voodworking-2 | R
' - 7 0 ) Mesemy-d4 .
-'{"};/(g) Batber -0 ES
U (w) Other-138
220 (3) Food=50,676 lbs. ’
b o (4) Clothing=-500 lbs \ | |
lr (5) Health {tems (soap, toothpaste, aic)-4.798 l.bs. -
A (6) Agricultursl tools-505 mumber
" f - - de MEDCAPS 26,111 (mmber of petients), = o
E ‘lég’é;%.w%zmmims from US/FWiaf Military Civie Astion and PSTVAR Fund
', 15, KNormal pasychological operations utilizing sta.nda,rd them@s were -
! conﬂuctod in guppost of MEICAPs and civic action projects.
t . FOR THE COMYANDER:
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ESSTNIIAL FACTCRS IN SUPPORT OF

REVOLUTIONARY DEZVELODMENT

_#hg 25th U.S. Infantry Mivision's exporience in Hau Nghia Provinca
¥3v0aled that several faotors ox conditlons ghould exist 1f thure i3 to be &
progTend that effoctively supports and fonters the governzant's Ravolutionary

. Davelorsond prozran. Thoe exporienca in the 9th U.S. Infantry Divicioa sube

\

stantinted the valldity of these factora., Thase faotors, promiand on the
ovarall objastive of protectins the people and m—oat&bliahing governzend
suthozity, includa the folloving: . . \

. . \

¥« Inteasra’ed US-ARVN overational vlanninw, This shculd be

condustad at tis Divisicn level, the Erigads-province level, and ths
Battalion-Distries level. Ths planning should bo continuous and at the
Province and lowver lovel should ba brought into focus at msetings attendad

" by t2a U.S. & ARVH military unit gozzanders, the Province or Distxict

Chiof and hip koy staff meswbars, and U.S, military and civilian Provincs

° odvigors.

2. Integratad U.S.-ARVY intellicence ‘eollaction axd evaluation,
Tharo should be a joint iniselligence center at the Province and/or -
Dstirict lovel whare field intelligence is sasen while it is still fresh
and therefors valid as a basis for irsediata yesctica oporstions. This

. genter can be wathay inforzal ifivelving U.S. end Vietnazese intelliganca

rapragsntasivos who exchange etd discuss intelligonce and vho insure

2hnt opot intnllisenca of valx{e ig .gottan to tks operations side for

zopll exploitation,

" 8, Rasource control at Brisndo~Province ard District-Battalion
level, Wo tust take full adventage of the native xnow=row Of our
Vietnamsse counterparts and we must key our operations to fleld
{ntellizonce which is vnusually fragile because.of the frequency with
vhich VC forzations move. Tnerefore, it ia nscessary that soma
ragources in ter=s of combat units and 1ift be izmmediately availadle
2t the lower lavels. This is also s most effeciive morale~booster
and eonfidsnce-builder for ths Provincs and District Chief e&nd his
gubordinatas,

.

: 4, Intesrated U.S.~ARVY overations, U1 Lield Hperations should
invelve boih U.S. and Vietnacase forces: ARV croops in Search and
Destzoy end siniliar operations; government tsams in hazmlet-oriented
oparaticns; national police in all population coatrol actiona and so
forth. Thsse integrated orsrations are necessary to keep U.S. forces
4n thoir propsr role vis-awig the Vietnazase and to inoresse ths

.effoctivensss of Vietnamsss foroes by enablinzy them to learn by

exazple ond by ohsorving the reaults of U.S. tactics and techniques.

’vh.
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dattalicn size and larger, must be isolated and kept oK'the Tun by

" 94 Haintain visible military presence. U.S, units and ARVN unita :
on revolutionary development missions must be prepared to live in the
operational area until the people have been made to feel secure and

4heir cooperation has deen won. Thia usually requires a period of

approximately one month. After the withdrawal of tha unit, provisions

pust be made for some form of perzanent military security such as

Begional and Popular Force outposis or ARVN units, Thie begins a .
exitical phase during which U.S. presence must ba kept 41 .ihe ares daily

by heliberne or other repid reaction operations. Night operations :
must be included to continue $thase restricticn of VC movement, During S e
this phase, which continues indefinitely if the first phase was complete-

ly effective, U.S. operations largely take the form of reaction operatxons

bassd cn gpot tield intelligence.. S T R

L

’ 6. . Population control, This is critical to the objective of. sepa-
reting the people from the Viet Cong. Census.taking, inspection and-
issuance of ID papers, ‘traffic checks on all heavily travelled routes and
at random checks of lightly travelled roads and frequent seal and search-

. oparations must be conducted., Again, these are to be joint operations,

vith government representatives having the physical contact with the people.

7. Disruption of VC liaison routes. This is also critical to ouz .
oblective. In lightly populated areas the routes are cut by convention-
el militsry methods, ie, sweeps, ambushes, increased day and night
surveillance, harassing and interdiction fires, etc. In heavily popu- :-
lated areas it may be necessary to institute rationing coupled with
house by houss searches and bolstered by an actve intelligence net,

8. Locally focused information comvaign., The basis for much of

the anti-VC psywar campaign should be of local origin such as telling

of ths road cuts by the YC, the story of a local chieu hoi, the assxst-
ancs zendared by pro-governzent agencies, etc. . .
9. ~Road use, The road net, once opened for use, must be travelled
froquently by military vehicles.. Vehicles will be hit by mines and the
danger of ambush must be taken into account but we must be prepared to
take casualtles\if need be to assert our capability of-using the road.’

10, Isolation of hard-core units, Hard-core units, particularly of

cppropriate nllita:y operations,
I ’
11. Government follov-on force. Provisions must be made for
approprigta governrental administrative sgencies to locate in the area. " !

.
.
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~" 2. Recision: I0I subject as sbove dited 17 August 1957.

‘to mee: this nead.

- - DETART u..f\r or THZ LAY : . ,
BEADLGARTERS 90 IWPASTIRY DIVISIGH : ' :
AP0 San Francisco 95374

. e

Avie-&c _ - 11 November 1967

SUBJECT: 1I0I, Arec Coorcirating Center .+ - . . .
o : ,

gi
3
o

T0: SLE DISTAI

! ) \
- T« Purpose: This 10I establishes :espon51billtias ané procedures for
tho operation ¢f Area Ceerdinating Centera (ACC) -rithin thz 9%h Infantry
Division Tactical Area of Initerest (T40I). The ACC provides the xweans for
coordinating the overall, tactical and pac1f1cqt10n sup;ort efilfort wvithin the

\.

- .Division T40I. .. . .

ad

-

3. Gengral: . o : '
8. Background: The war in Vietnam imposes unique an4 psculiar
preblems of coordination and ceoperation for Free Yorld Military Armed Forces
(FidIAF) tactical w:its operating within the vorious grovinces ani districts,
due to the presence of many Vietnemese military and civilian aczacies. It is

-essential that ail FuiAF activities: toctical, edrirnistrative and civil, be
carefully cooréinated with GVII cf{iciols to prevent risvnderstanding and cin--
flict and insure the waximun eflfectivencss of conibined operations. To bte
successful FullAF military eperations cannot be unilateral: close and contin-
uous coordinatiocn with various GV authorities is landztoxy. ‘

b. The scoje and spectruﬁ of the aress of mutual interest that exist
are so great that normal metlods of liaison are inadejuate to satisfy the
¢oordination required to support.;dlitary operations, civic sction and related
matters. L:pervience has shows that a wore lormal organization is necessaxry
in those provinces znd districts where #diA¥ iroo:s are ornerating on a sustained
bzgis. The Area Cocrdinatiodn Centers as prescrided in this LOI are designed
_ ) /

¢. Tha objective of the ACC is to insure maxrdisum .integration of the
FHMA:/GVV efiert towvard the common goal of cdestroying the VC units and their
infrastructure. This requires cumpleie exciiange of information ané continuous
coordination between F.MAY and GVil fovces to iisurs that combined planning .
and intelligence colleciion is accorplished in support of corzon objectives,
both tactical and civil, o ) . ) . i

: \ . ;
4. Concept: : L o
: a. In prier to provide 2 smeans for coordinatirg the combined GVN/
PHMAF efiort, ACC's will be established at each provincial and district capltal
in accordance withh tha guldellnes contained herein. -

v,
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SURJECT: 10I, Axea Coordinating Centex e

be There also exists a reguircment to maintain ¢close coordination
with thoge regular Republic of Victnam Armed Forces (RVIAF) elements operat-
ing within the division TAOI which arc not under the operational control of
the province chniefs., Coordination with these units will normally be con-
cerned only with tactical operations. The planning end conduct of combined

_tactical opexratiuns with RVNAF unita in support of combined contingency.

plans within a given jrovince or district makes it highly desirabls that
senior rerresentatives of the RVNAF within the area parhcipate in the ACC
on ‘a permanent besis, . . ey
ce The ACéo composed of those forces a.nd agencies partlcipatmg
in the security .nd. dwelop'vent ef{ort within the province or district,
concerned, A steering camittee consisting of the Senior GVN/F:MAF ofﬁcmls,
both -military and civilian within the province is the foe:l point and provides
direotion and guidance to.ths subcommittees which constitute the center, -
The ACC is further divided into two groups: -The Combined Operation Center .
(c0C), and the Civil Military Action Committee (CMAC). . :

5. Organization: Both GVN and FWMAF memberahip of the ACC shoulx\-
include the following: ) e - . LN -

a. Combined Operation Center:
. (1) Senior mlitary commuanders (mw/nvmr) R

) (2) Representaulvea of local intelliszsnce orgam.\auions {police,
ailitary, civilian) function as a combined intelligence center to develop
infurmation on the-enemy forccs, mfras..ructure and orgamzat:.on.

(3) T-"syr.:hoZLog:Lca]. operatlons agenc:.es. - ~ B
(4) mblic information agencies’., ) /
(5) Paranilitary organizatiors(CIDG). ' "'/"/
(6) Representatives ‘of militsry elements located within t:he TACI.

(7) Otier VN representatives to include ecor.opie, aocial,
political snd civic action agencies as reqtured.

b. The QMAC participation is accomplished by providing tie COC with

advice to agssist in the planning and execcuticn of operations. The organization
of the CHMAC will depend on local requirements and conditions cnd may J.nclnda'

-(1) Senior GVN official. oy
(2) Sector S3. '
(3) PaLAF Tactical Unit S5.

2 ‘ ST ARLIBLE s
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" AVIE-GC S . .. : 11 Hovezber 1967
SUBJECT: 10I, Area Coordinating Center )

+ (4) 1Lecal police.
'()) FWMAF Provost Marshal tefresentative.'

(€)- legal representatives. '

. - (7). Religicus leaders. .
' - : (8) Key business representatives. ily . ‘\
:a. . (9) Press or news representatives 4
% (10) Other influential persons. \\

6, Inclosures 1 and 2 are representative typ; AéC.organiia%ions and &
be tailored to meet the specific requirewents of a local or polztlcal sub-
division. ) .

] H
6. Operations:

a. A committee chairman is selected to preside over the steering
- .committee, It is mandatory that the chairman be the V;etnane,e representative.
A FUMAF vice chairman is desirable. ’

be The key staff of ‘the ACC will meet as freguantly as the sipuation
requires. This may vary from a continuous dzy to day operation to once®a week.
Bowever, daily meetings are considered opiimum at the provincizal level.
Minutes are waintained of formal meelings and are considered to be forwal doc-
urents pertaining to operational effectiveness of the 4CG.-

.Ce A8 a minimum, intelligence and civil afiairs pexrsonnel oi the
COC/CMAC will meet with their ARVE/Advisory counterparts on a daily basis
to review the events of tha day and to confirm events for the following day.
The entire center should m2et weekly to plan activities for tiwe future. This
plenning should be geared to the 3 week planning cycle currently practiced
in the divisien and nonmially will yovide a bpasis for the brig:de commander's
recommendations. This planning must be "integrated to tne maximum extent
possible; othervise diffusion of the comtined effort is inevitable. This
task will demand the maximum of tact and undersvandltg or the part of FWiAF
commanders. _ t
d. The location for meetings may vary betveen the GVN and F\MAF sites,
however, the GVI Command Post or Operation Center is the preferred ‘meeting
place.

-~ @, Commanders will insure thet all combinzd ::ticns .. in accor=-
dmee with existiag MACV, USARY and 9th Infaniry D1v*~h,n Zirectista espacially
those concerning yprisoners of war. g .

-
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G BTL.et LOTI, Ares Coordine ting Centex “.

£+ The maiwntenerce of 24 heur re xese:n taticn with province end

Ointrict officials is esuertizl o the 2¢com lishment of this effort, In
gddition, ot province level communications butween tactical operaticns centurts
le zxrouired, At those districta vhere FVIAF and VX forces ere coloceted,
gimiler arrensements must exist, In thos ‘“istricts where frequent overations
i are condua’~i oy FMAY, bul no colocetion “ris.3; 24 hour ze,cesentdtion nust
© be maintalrel Tetrrezn the MM and Adviczex: zxsenngl, Due to the lirdted
rescvrces cvali. ible to edviscry persomnel it may be necessaxy to furnish
cemmunication eculoment on & lozn basis to sctisfy the re uired tommnications
link, JAdvisory poxsonnel in-tirin must be imressed vith the imortence of
reporting events within theix eres on a tiiely besas go thal wheze varranied,
am;cop*:.gte action cen e dnitieted te Jrovide supnert oz reinforee indigezous
£o¢qes.<'
‘ \

. P ] "'"-.A"
‘7. Exeevtion: - R \\.

. e m m e b ava

a. ACC's will be eziablish-d at the iol"mnn@ locciiong vithin theix
J40I by the commendexrs indicctied:

(1) Pien Eoo Province:' €O, 1st =de.
(2) Dinh Tvong frovince: €0, TF Funston.
' """ (3) Lonz ‘n Province: (O, 3rd Bde.

(4) lonz “henh: ¢, .11th “CP,

(S) ?*hon Trach Distriet: .CO, _PIAVR.

b. Fesponsibiliti: for estsolishing ACC at: thc district Jlevel will be
determined by the commender resporsible fox the T40I.

(1) The ACC will ircludm.the COC s & minimum. The oxgenization
- and formaiion of r CMAC is the zesponsidility of the commandexr to develop as the
gituation requires. : .
N )
g (2) Commanders of elemenis oderoting on short duration corbined
operations will i{crm es e rinimumm & COC. . /7 .

8. Iission: The aCC con expoct to concern itself with a variety of

 miasions which will include, but ot be limited to: i

G a. Tectical operstaions ac:.i::st *C forces,

b. Intelligerce ojeratiions incluéing intesrcting undt ca;)cbilitica
vith end extending the VN £nd division intelligence xogTenm.

-ree

0. Psychologicsl czerstiors ii:cluding the GYN end F'RMAF information
JEogTan. .
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AVIE-CC : 11 Hovember 1967
_SURJECT: 10X, Area Coorcinating Center .

d, Military civic action supportmg econoic, psychological and
gociological activities.

i
]
Y
]
!.

e. Population and resonrces centrol operations'.'

f. Advisory assistance in trai.m.ng and Operatmns with RVIAF includin
Regional and Popuhr Ferces, .

AN / .
~———" g Assistance and support of the GVH Revolutlonary Dovelopnent Prog;ra

e me cem@ ®s 4 o

9. Rénorts /Bngadc, regiment qnd task force com andera will forwerd ACC
minutes to < ee,” 9tnh Infantry D1v1.\10n, ATTN:  ACofS, G5 not later than 72 hours
after ezch neetmg.

——

4

100 Re feﬁysf; ’ ) . . . . | \

a. LOI 65-67 (Tactical Area of Interest) Nov 67

b, M 33-5, Oct &6

P O

¢ Chap 6, Fii 41-10 Aug 67

d, Annex J, (Civil Aflairs), 9th Div SOP

oS, N,

FR 'EE‘ COMIZ&ADER s

N
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VICE CHATHMAN , - |
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- BDE/REGT/TF COMUNIER -
~ PROV SENIGR ADVISOR | MBER | | -
DER ROV SENIOR ADVISOR MEMBER ~ | : | w :
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CARVH 53 ARVN 52 | BLE/REGT/TF S5 m 3 |
BLE/REGI/TF S3 FDE/REGT/TF S2 WD : A _
SECIOR §3 -] SECTOR $2 . ENGR REP _
EDE/REGT/TF PSYOP{ | MIL INTEL . .,...zmzH_w COMITTEES]
-2 i sy = sts o i1z Qapﬁoz 1 1C AT 1 [ : & REC .
- L QO . FECAMATION 22 WELFARE .
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- AVDE-GS o Republie of Vistnam Armed Forces {RVIAP) Support
70:* ¢/S - FRGH: ' GT . DATE12Peb 68 M 1

*3. The Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVH) Infantry Eattalion Refresher
Program was initiated on 31 July 1967 and was expanded on 18 September 1967 o
include training of Artillery. Cavalry and Engineer units. Tha program of instrute-
4ion included basic subjects, weapons training and tactical training for the combat
units and construction typa training for the Engineers, At the conclusion of traine
ing, sach unit participated in a three day concluding evaluating exercise (CZ2) :

which evaluated the effectiveness of training ard the combat effectiveness of the
wiit. In some instances sgheduled training has been interrupted or rescheduled

dug to the operaticnal cormitment of ARVN units. Every effort has been made to con-
tinue training while ARWN units wers in the field as the missionm and tactical sit-
uvation permitted. Thic refresher program has provided an opportunity for a mutual
understarding of ARV and US methods of operation and has resulted in an increase

in the combat effectiveness of ARVH units. The cwrent status of the ARVN refresh-
er training is indicaied at inclosurs _1 , oL - 3\\

U ....—.—-.—.....u....-m‘-..-u\.. Fvon

2. Regional Forces/Popular Forces (RF/PF) upgrading. The RF/PP upgrading .
program was initiated by the Sth Infantry Division in late May 1967 when the Brige
ades, Regiments and other separate headquarters effected a survey of all RF/PP
outposts within their respective Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI). These surveys
4dneluded the classification by category, surveying or {iring DEFCONS, Contingency
plans for reinforcing an cutpost. The surrent status of RF/PF .outpost upgrading ie
reflected at inclosure_2 . This program has been expanded to include Mobile Advis-
ory Teams, (MATS), Combined Reconnaissance and Intelligence Platoon (CRIP), Improve-
ment Action Teams {DMPACT), and the logistics Administration Advisory Teams {LAATS).

a. On 10 July 1967 the 9th Infantry Division was directed to organize MAT
teams for deployment within the Division's Tactical area of interest (TACI). The MAT
team has the missicn of conducting training, improvirng outposts, and encouraging
RF/PP units to participate in offensive operations. The team consists of a (S Iieu-
tenant, one heavy weapons and one light weapons Infantry, a medic and a radio
telephons operator driver. The District hezdauarters provides an ARVN officer as an -
assistant team leader and one interpreter. The teams lives and operates with the
unit to which it is assigried for upgrading. MATS are generally employed in Revolu-
tionary development areas in order to assist, through training, in the security of
these areas. The M.TS program has enjoyed considerable success in their operations
88 has been evideniced by the performance of RF/PY¥ units which have been trained.

The 9th Infantry Division and lith ACR currently have seven MAT teama deployed with-
in the Division's TAOI as indicated: ' 7/ o

’ wIr ez  pROVINTE
11th ACR 125 (YT 655L63) " ~ long Khanh .
Tanh Linh (YT 933250) = Binh Tuy [
. © 1st Hde | el lomg Kamn
. . T 087877 ."_‘_'_menéoa
INCLOSURE 7 | _ | , | B o
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ST 389uhhc of Viatm Armed Forces (RVMAP) Support

M Be Thu Thua (XS 540720) : long An
i . C Rach Kien (XS 740658) Tong An
' . | Khen Due (XS 862301) . ¥ma Be

b. In November of 1967 the 1lth ACZ, 1st & 3d Brigades and the Royal

' Thialand Arcy -Volunteer Regziment (RTAVR) wers direc*ed to orzanize and deploy

Inprovenent Action Teams (IMPACT) to assist in RF/PF upgrading. The IMPACT feam
consista of one o ficer and one Noncomnissioned Officer and an ARVN Officer and
interpreter provided by the district, headguarters in which the teanm operates. The
tean provides training, upgrading ouunost 2, and encourages offensive operations,
The length of time spent with the R?/P? unit is of short duration with emphasis on
eritical items. IMPACT teams are generally erployed on the periphery of RD area:

to insure that these areas are not neglected. On 11l February 1968 2d Rrigade
formed three IMPACT teams for deployment in the Dinh Tuong Province. The Sth Infan-
try Division and 11th ACR currently have 13 IMPACT teams deployed in their TAOQI,
gpecifically the Binh Tuy, long Kranh, Blen Eoa, Iong An and Dinh Tuong Provinces,

¢. The MATS and IMPACYT teams in their attempts to obtain barrier and con-

struction materials through the R7/PF supply channels met with little success ard had
to rely extensively on US supply channels. It order to ameliorats this situation
JII FTORCE directed that subordinate commands would orrzanize and deploy, within their
TAOIs, logistics Administration Adv*sory teams (LAATS) which have the mission or
examining the BF/PF surply system and getting the sucply response required ty t
supported units. The LAAT consists of a team lsader, a Major with a loglstics bacx-
ground, an AG Licutenant and an NCO/Specialiet, 2ach, in wieel vehicle repair, radio
repair, small ams repair, medical and general supply fields. The LAATS are an aug-
mentation Lo the Province Senior Adviser's ciaff and works closely with the Admin-
istration and direct support logistics company which supports all R¥/PP.units in a

province., The LAATS were deployed on 10 January 1963 to the.Binh Tuy, long Yhanh,
Bien Hoa and long An Frovince headquamers.

d. On 26 Octobder 1967 the 9th Irfant-y Di*"Asion directed the lst and W
Brigades to orpanize Combined Reconnaissance and Intelligence Platoon (CRIT) for

- employment in Blen Hoa arnd long An Trovinces respectively, The CRIT consisis of 22

US and 22 F? intelligzence personnel organized into a platoon headquarters and four
squade, Tha US provides the firepawer and mobility for the platoon and the RF
provides the knowledze of the language, terrain. and infragtructure. The CRI™ has
the mission of exploiting and generating intelligence, conducting ambush patrols,
targeting on VC infrastructure and acts as a ready reaction force as needed., The 27
element has veen issucd ML6 rifles by the brigades resoonsible for the formation of
the unit. The CRIP program has been very successful in the performance of their
mission and has done much tc increase the capacity and potential of the RF intel-
ligence alexent.
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